NCKP 2013 Committee on Independent Teaching: Panel Discussion July 24, 4-5pm

Conducting the Transfer Student Interview
A Panel Discussion

Members of the Committee on Independent Teaching submitted interview forms and descriptions
of their interview process in preparation for this panel discussion. The Moderator studied and
compared the documents to offer a list of general observations, and create a “merged” interview
form (over).

General Observations
Several committee members do a preliminary gathering/sharing of data (often by phone or email)
before scheduling a face-to-face meeting. At the in-person audition, most fill out a questionnaire
or jot down notes as they ask questions and listen to playing. Atleast one member gives a music
theory test. Some use a separate enrollment form following the interview, either immediately, or
after the passage of time.

The Interview Form
Certain questions appeared in more than half of the committee’s interviews (either pre-interview
or face-to-face). These items are included on the Merged Form (over).

The following additional items were on several, but not most of the interview forms:
CONTACT: Date of Birth (or adult)
Male or Female

BACKGROUND: Length of study
Current teacher
Current/most recent lesson length and frequency
Other instruments played (or vocal experience) and length of study
Composing/improvisation experience
Music history study
Technic study
Method books used/materials on hand

FAMILY: Musical background of parents: piano/other instrument/vocal
currently, or as a child?
Siblings’ history in this studio

ENVIRONMENT: School attended
Favorite listening music
Type of practice instrument at home

MOTIVES: Parent/student stated goals
Future plans in music
Music literature/genre interests

EVALUATION: Ear

Rhythm

Tone

Use of body
OTHER: Parent rapport

Mutual expectations
Time for questions
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Merged Interview/Audition Form for Transfer Students

1. Information that could be gathered before meeting face-to-face (e.g. by phone or email):

CONTACT INFO Date...

StUAent’S NAME....cocceeeee e et ere e eeerriesseene AZC i School Grade .................
Parents, ULl MAIME () .. ieueu e et sttt ettt ettt e ettt e ettt see e e eh e she £ s e et £ s en se eae bt e esfenns eheen e
s U6 L T TR TPTP PR
Phone (H)..cocooooeeeerenircieinenercneieeseeeeenees (W) (€ e
2553 T 1 1 PSRRI

BACKGROUND

Previous teacher(s)
Music Theory knowledge ...

Piano practice habits...

Performances, ad]udlcatlons competltlons (1nc1ud1ng levels and awards)

Current/Recent Repert01re

ENVIRONMENT

School classes and/or faVOTite SUDJECES ....ccuiuiiii ittt ettt et et e e es e e e e e e een e e e s
Hobbies and/or eXtracurricular aCtiVItIEs .........oo i ieieicn ettt e et e ee e e e e e e e e
Days and times available for lessons

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

2. Information to gather at the in-person audition/interview:

MOTIVES

Why do they want to StUAY the PIan0?..... et see st sess s e sse s ses s b bbb
Why are they 1eaving Previous TEACKETT ...t sssss s ss e sssesss s s sss s s bbbt sess s
Why do they want t0 StUAY With IIE? ...ttt s s ess s ses e bbbt s b s s bbbt

EVALUATION (of everything from a few phrases to two polished pieces, written or unwritten)

MaKE NOTES:  ® LECHIIC covvueeeseemeerees e recs s ses s s s e s s R RSB R R R
L (0L ES) (0r= T 1 TP
® STGNE-TEAGINE wevueeeeereeeeeeeir ettt ettt a s s s s bR bR AR bbb

OTHER
Share: studio policies/teaching philosophy
concerns/needs fixing

Make notes:  personality/trust/enthusiasm/responsiveness/interaction.
learning/physical challenges &/or understanding/information processing
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